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ear brethren of the Institute of Charity, 

dear Sisters of Providence (Rosminian Sisters), 

dear Ascribed members, Adopted Sons, and Friends. 

 

This is my Christmas letter to you  

 The song of the pelicans with the Pelican 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The act whereby a Christian person offers himself, 
his life, and his own blood to God, 

in union with the blood and the life of Christ, 
is the most beautiful and excellent act  

a person can do”. 
 

(Blessed Antonio Rosmini) 
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Our song to the  

Blood of JESUS Christ 

On the 1st July, at the end of the 

Mass, we sing a hymn which has 

as its theme the offering of our 

blood in union with the most 

precious Blood of JESUS. It has 

become part of the liturgy on the 

feast of our Blessed Father Founder. We sing and we walk, 

we sing and we offer, we sing and we offer ourselves. To 

sing is easy, but the offering of ourselves to the point of 

giving our blood costs much more than a song. And yet, yes, 

we sing with conviction, trying to imitate Rosmini who 

taught us to make this offering. There is no doubt that his 

offering was unconditional; as for myself, there is a lingering 

doubt: not a refusal, but a kind of hesitation, or perhaps 

something more, a desire that I may not have to face 

martyrdom. Many others, perhaps, have the same feeling of 

unpreparedness and inadequacy. How can we manage to 

offer our blood without restrictions or without lying to 

ourselves, and offering it while singing? 

 

This is the theme of this year’s letter. It can be interpreted as a 

help to be used in small doses, drop by drop, like a medicine, 

from today until the 1st of July 2017 and, why not?, until the 

18th of November 2017, the tenth anniversary of the 

Beatification of Fr Founder. 
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The birth of a song. How does a 

song, which may have a strong 

effect on a person or on a 

community, originate? We may 

learn from the experience of a 

group of young people, who met 

for prayer meditating on the Word 

of God. During their initial 

meetings, they sung from a hymn-

book, and they decided to write 

down a reflection, which was 

shared with the members of the group. Later, they agreed to 

combine their reflections into one common text. A new stage 

began when they agreed that the final text should be written in 

such a way that would facilitate the singing of it. They put 

themselves to work by using the talents of the members; and 

after the approval of the common text, it was given to a song-

writer, himself a member of the group.  

 

The final song was “tried out”, and was played and sung by all 

the members, after they had given their full approval. The 

name of the group was, at that time, “We pray as we sing”. By 

the time the Jubilee Year 2000 arrived, the group had found 

success in many parishes in Rome and in Lazio and, having 

changed its name to “Kerygma”, it was also chosen to 

participate in the many events that took place during the 

Jubilee Year. I can bear witness that the words of their songs 

were expressions of their own lives. After meditating on a 

commentary on Fr Founder’s “Spiritual Affections”, they put 

these to music.  
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Something like this has 

happened and continues to 

happen among the members of 

our Rosminian Family of 

Fathers, Brothers, Adoptive 

sons, Sisters of Providence, 

Ascribed, and Friends.  

 

The song of the Pelican and of 

the pelicans.  

The reference text in the Old 

Testament is the following: “I am like the pelican in the desert... 

My enemies attack me daily, but you, o Lord, are everlasting... A 

new people will give glory to the Lord” (Psalm 102).  

The reference text in the New Testament is the following: 

“Take this, and drink it, for this is my Blood which is being poured 

out for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in 

memory of me”. We too belong to the new people who give 

glory, and sing to the Lord! 

 

We have three different Rosminian formulations of the 

offering of our blood. 

 

The first was written jointly by Rosmini and John-Baptist 

Pagani: “My most loving God, I humbly prostrate myself before 

your presence to worship you, and to consecrate myself entirely to 

your glory. Do with me as you please, since I have no other desire 

but to do your will perfectly. I place my trust in your infinite 

goodness and in the grace of your most beloved Son JESUS, as I 

offer myself to you, ready to accept from your  loving hands all 

kinds of suffering and to sacrifice for love of you and for the 

salvation of souls my blood and my life. Accept, o Lord, my 

offering in union with the offering of your divine Son JESUS who, 
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on the cross, offered His most 

precious Blood and gave up His 

most holy life. Look with love at 

your most beloved Son, and for 

the love you have for him accept 

the offering of this, your most 

unworthy servant. How blessed I 

would be if only I could obtain the 

grace to shed my blood and to 

sacrifice my life, so that I may be 

found worthy to bear witness and 

put into practice even the least of the truths which were proclaimed 

to us by your divine Son! Inflame my heart with love for such a 

sacrifice, and let me truly become a perfect victim of charity. I 

recommend myself to you, o Queen of Martyrs and my most sweet 

Mother Mary. Obtain for me the grace to share worthily in the 

Passion and Death of your divine Son. Amen. 

 

The second was prepared by Fr Giuseppe Bozzetti, and was 

published in his book, Outlines of Rosminian Spirituality: 

“Lord, I offer myself and my blood to you. You alone know how 
much I am truly capable of giving, and you know it better than I 
do; in your mercy, accept whatever my little strength allows me to 
offer to you. Give me your grace and your strength, that I may one 
day be able to offer much more, even the ultimate sacrifice”.  
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The third is a text suitable for 
singing: 
 

O Lord my God, my Savior, the world receives its life from you; 
I offer you my blood, my soul, my will may always choose your 
Truth. 
My full heart’s only desire is to please and worship you: 
My only trust, and hope, and peace, is in your Grace and Love: in 
You. 
  
I offer you all that I am; I offer you my time, my deeds  
I sacrifice all this to you: “be yours”, be where your Spirit leeds. 
For all souls to reach your kingdom, and in silent joy adore  
Myself I offer on your Cross, your fire grow in me ever more. 
  
Almighty and powerful Father, who live and dwell eternally, 
Accept my freedom and my love, with Jesus I give all to Thee. 
May the world know trough your Mercy , that you are Saviour, 
that you are Lord, 
My one be my desire: 
Be it done according to Thy Word!” 
 
Oh Heavenly Queen of Martyrs 
Oh Mary Mother of the Son 
We ask you: Make us like Him, make our hearts always be in Him 
one 
May we feel his painful sorrow. May we share his holy joy. 
And find in Him forever, a Treasure no one can destroy 

 (Words and Melody by Fr Pierluigi Giroli) 
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A timely metaphor 
 
The passage from the Gospel of St. John, 15, 1-17, which is 
read at the Mass of Blessed Antonio Rosmini, uses the image 
of the vine and the branches. Verse 5, “I am the vine, and you 
are the branches”, is the most quoted verse in Rosmini’s 
writings. We are “rosminian” branches if we are first of all 
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“christian” branches, infused with the Blood of Christ. Let us 
be part of its grace, never departing from it.  
 

 
A sublime offering 
 
The good we manage to perform each day with God’s grace, 
is only a drop, but it is a divine drop. 
 
This Christmas letter is centred on the daily offering of our 
blood. Each page reflects a particular view of our life. The 
words which animate and accompany each line are like a 
melody which has, as a quiet, constant refrain, the words, “I 
am the vine, you are the branches... Take it, and drink it, this is my 
Blood”. 
For a better understanding of the theme, it could be helpful 
to know more about the cycle of the vine’s life, and of its 
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produce, the wine, which is 
the necessary means whereby 
JESUS, by changing it, gives 
us His own blood. 
In my Lenten Letter, “Let us 
journey together”, I presented 
the many aspects of a journey 
by plane. This Christmas 
Letter, instead, will use 
images derived from the vine. 
To know how to live is to 
know how to suffer, thus 

being able to offer ourselves to others. 
 
Life in the vineyards 
In this first section of my theme I will draw from memories 
of my childhood. My family earned its living by cultivating a 
few vineyards. The practice today is to keep the plant 
straight and as low as the height of a man. In earlier times, 
however, the upper part of the vine was stretched 
horizontally over a flat surface kept up by posts, divided 
into many orderly sections, and crossed by wires. 
 
In late autumn, my father and my elderly brothers pruned 
the vines by standing on ladders, whilst, nearby, my mother 
was busy tying the branches to the wire cables, to protect 
each branch from the wind, and to allow some space for 
growth. My two sisters and we younger brothers, gathered 
the branches that had been cut tying them up in bundles. 
From time to time we sung as we worked, as we did also 
during the harvest. At that time, I did not reflect on these 
actions, nor did I compare them to life experiences which 
had some similarity to them. In a fairy tale, perhaps, we 
might hear the complaint of a branch which had been cut off: 
“Why me and not the next branch?”; or perhaps, “Why do you 
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tie me 

down for life?” Yes, like our illnesses, our failures, or our 
relationships. Forget about singing! Indeed, often it is more 
about tears.  
 
The vine’s spring-time weeping. 
     
Towards the end of winter, at the time when people can 
enjoy the early warmth of the sun in the fields, I was often 
taken aback as I walked among the rows of vines. From the 
tips of the branches abundant watery drops would fall, and, 
in the perfect silence of the fields, I could hear the light 
sound of the drops falling on the dry, yellow leaves on the 
ground. “The vines are shedding tears”. This was the 
explanation. That sentence was true, because, earlier on, they 
had been pruned. I had accepted it, and never thought of 
looking for a different explanation. Today, I know that it was 
not for the pain. It was a surge for life, at the beginning of 
spring. Water flows in the plant, from the roots to the 
branches, and in so doing it generates the amazing 
phenomenon of the shedding of tears, right at the end of the 
pruned branches. The latter explanation takes away the 
wonder of the phenomenon which, to my mind, is still very 
mysterious; on the other hand, it shows that the pruning is 
not the end, since the plant has its own resources for 
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overcoming the cutting, and for 
generating new branches. This 
is the wider theme of my letter: 
“They go out full of tears, they 
come back full of song” (Psalm 
125).      
 
When a person succeeds in 
overcoming problems like 
illness, disappointment, failure, 
and many others, he shows a 

precious and almost necessary talent. He displays strong 
roots, a vital instinct, and an open future.  
 
There is today, in the spiritual care of souls and in formation, 
a strong emphasis on the ability to arise again, to start again, 
and to stand up again. Special attention is given to the desire 
for holiness, and to the search for Christian perfection. Due, 
however, to the many difficulties, and to the many falls, we 
find that a  “rehabilitation of the spirit” has become a necessary 
practice for the soul, no less than for people who have been 
bed-ridden for a stretch of time. 
 
This gift is named “resilience”, which means “going up again”, 
that is, going up to the heights; it may also mean “to bounce 
back”.  The term is borrowed from Physics. When a ball falls 
to the ground, it will bounce back again. When we throw it 
against a wall, it will bounce away from the wall. In the 
former instance, we apply the example to a subject, who, like 
the ball, will bounce back. In the latter instance, we apply the 
example to the wall, which, being solid, makes the ball 
bounce away from it. In this case, the word “resilience” 
becomes a synonym for “resistance to opposite forces” and 
indicates the person who manages to deflect the objects 
which could cause a change of direction. It is a good thing to 
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possess “resilience” in its two 
guises. The start of the studies on 
this attitude of the will is 
attributed to a neuropsychiatrist 
from Vienna, Viktor Frankl, who 
had a conscious experience of it in 
his own life. He called it “the power 
of the spirit to resist”, or the ability 
to react to situations, even the 
most stressful and dramatic. 
“When he was in the concentration 

camp, Frankl did not know whether his wife, who was also in 
another camp, was still alive. Nonetheless, he decided that his 
suffering was worth bearing since his life still had a purpose, which 
was the reunion with his beloved wife. Pain is much more bearable 
when it has a meaning. The more we accept painful situations as 
meaningful, the more the pain becomes bearable. Life demands a 
sufficiently acceptable meaning in relation to suffering and pain in 
order to be fully lived.” (A New Dictionary of Mysticism, p. 
1856). 
 
Another good example of “resilience” was offered by an 
Italian prisoner, the grand-father of one of our religious. He 
escaped from a concentration camp twice, unsuccessfully; on 
the third time, however, he managed to escape and to reach 
his family. 
 
  
Elijah of Tishbe, JESUS of Nazareth, and Saul of Tarsus 
  
In the Dictionary which I mentioned above, we are given, as 
an example of resilience/bouncing back, the experience of Elijah 
in the desert, who called for death, but, after being given 
strength by the bread, got up and walked for forty days. In 
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the Gospel of St. Luke, the Prodigal 
Son comes to his senses and says, “I 
will rise and go to my Father”. 
 
As an example of resilience/bouncing 
away, I would like to mention, 
among the many examples in 
JESUS’ life, the moment of the 
arrest in the Garden of 
Gethsemane: “As soon as he said, ‘I 
am He’, they went back and fell to the 

ground” (John 18, 6). Earlier in His life, after His return to 
Nazareth, he had left his assailants with stones in their 
hands, and had disappeared from their sight. Similarly, at 
Caesarea Philippi, he pushed Peter aside calling him ‘Satan’, 
because Peter was trying to dissuade him from going 
forward to His Passion.     
 
The last of the four letters to Religious, published during the 
Year of Consecrated Life and entitled, Annunciate, contains 
an eloquent example about the necessity of resilience, in both 
its dimensions, the “bouncing back” and the “bouncing away” 
from obstacles.  
 
We read in the book of the Acts of the Apostles, that the 
Holy Spirit did not allow St. Paul to preach the Good News 
in Asia, and in the Province of Bithynia (Acts 16, 6-8). Later, 
St. Paul, when he was in Troas, was told in a vision to go to 
Macedonia. “And at once we tried to leave for Macedonia”. He 
got up and crossed,  by boat, the stretch of sea which divided 
Asia from Europe. He did not know from where to start, but 
found the gates to bring  the faith to Europe open, from 
quarters he did not expect: from women he had met along 
the river, with the help of Lydia, his first convert in Europe, 
and later from a prison after the conversion of his jailer.  
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This is what we read in 
Annunciate:  “Isn’t the present 
crisis, which is making our 
certainties sterile and our 
projects uncertain, similar to the 
frustration experienced by Paul 
in face of obstacles which had no  
explanation?  Is it not possible to 
compare the evident and 
widespread insignificance and 
marginalisation of the 
Consecrated Life in the Church 

and in a society which has become globalized and narcotized by so 
much idol worship and passing illusions, to Paul’s situation when 
he found himself confused and lost in Troas? It was, however, in 
such an apparently meaningless situation that a new horizon, a 
new creative and transforming adventure was opened before him” 
(n.35). “God, the Trinity of Love, is the first missionary, and the 
mission of the Church finds its roots in the heart of God” (n.36). 
This is the source of our resilience, we are rooted in God. The 
vine of Consecrated Life is shedding tears, but this is a sign 
of a new season of life.  
 
 
Rosmini’s resilience 
 
Fr Giuseppe Bozzetti has highlighted three “spiritual 
ascensions” in Rosmini’s life. These can be interpreted as 
examples of resilience, that is, of ability to bounce back, by 
changing painful experiences into platforms for achieving 
greater virtues. The first ascension took place when Rosmini 
became aware that his many projects were not taking off, 
and learned, as a result, not to put his trust in his own 
strength, but to adopt that rule of conduct which became the 
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highly powerful seed of his 
spirituality, and the 
foundation of the Institute of 
Charity. His second ascension 
took place when he decided to 
withdraw to Calvario, waiting 
for signs from the Lord, like 
Paul in Troas. “What Rosmini 
meant to say to himself, as he 
made his way to Calvario, was 
that the direction of any activity, 

even the most noble one, must take its origin from the pursuit of 
holiness. Christ’s grace was working in Rosmini at this moment of 
his life. It was a most fruitful moment, since from him will issue a 
new spiritual family” (G. Bozzetti, Opere Complete, p. 2779). 
And his third ascension? He experienced it where he had 
expected it least of all: “He discovered that the people who were 
bent on resisting and discrediting his work were Church people. 
This fact did not cause a personal crisis, but profound suffering” 
(p. 2781), from which he bounced back with the prayer, “O 
my God, make me be in agreement  with all those whom you know 
that I am in agreement with”. 
 
We can mention other similar moments. Recently, a 
Rosminian Sister highlighted four other moments: the 
closure of the House in Trent, the end of Rosmini’s office as 
parish priest in Rovereto, the tiring and fruitless efforts to set 
up a College for Medicine called “San Raffaele”, and the 
closure of the pastoral commitment at St. Zeno’s in Verona. 
Rosmini managed to bounce back from all these apparent 
failures as a winner in the acquisition of virtue and in the 
example he left of trust in God and in Providence. 
“Meditating on Providence, I wonder at it; wondering at it, I love 
it; loving it, I celebrate it; celebrating it, I thank it; thanking it, I 
am filled with joy”. 
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The resilience of Truth 
 
“Truth, like oil, always rises to the surface”. This is a well 
known proverb. Rosmini dedicated much time and effort to 
facilitate its bouncing back in the minds of people. “Error, 
more active and restless than unruffled truth, has overtaken truth 
by even deeper reflection, assuming a further advanced form which 
truth with its tranquil approach has not attained. Error, it seems, 
has won the day and cannot find any new adversaries to take on. 
Conscious of the disastrous times, those totally dedicated to 
truth cannot bear to see mankind so bereft. They struggle to 
raise truth itself to the level of reflection attained by error where 
they seek the most effective types of argument in support of truth. 
They are then seen to have tackled the fallacies of error on its own 
ground and using its own terms. At this point, the intellectual and 
moral state of mankind improves, a new age dawns, men’s minds 
recover their former vigour. They hold firmly to the truth 
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and their spirits regain 
confidence. They are healed by new 
light and return through truth to 
virtue, truth’s glorious offspring” 
(About the Author’s Studies, 
n.4) 
 
 
The support 
 
There is no vine which can 

support itself; it must be tied to a post, or to a plant, but it 
must be supported. It is a necessary condition, if it is to fulfil 
all its potential, something it cannot do if it should lie flat on 
the ground. Man’s creativity found a way to keep the vine 
lifted from the ground, so that he may enjoy the fruit of the 
vine. Zacchaeus’s creativity, as told by St. Luke in his 
Gospel, confirms the same truth: though small in stature, he 
overcame the nearly impossible problem of seeing JESUS in 
the crowd by climbing up a tree. In a few instants, Zacchaeus 
was higher than anyone else, and was able to see JESUS 
better than anyone else; and JESUS Himself had a clear view 
of him (see Luke, 19). 
 
There is a stress today to develop the strategy of going past 
“fragility”, transforming the “crisis” in a situation into an 
opportunity for something better. I found it helpful to read 
from the New Dictionary of Mysticism. I had guessed that I 
would find among the mystics the name of Rosmini, and I 
did find it, with two full pages dedicated to him, written by 
the Carmelite Fr Alberto Neglia. He had already written a 
book, in 1988, on Rosminian Ecclesiology entitled “Laici senza 
complessi” [Lay people without anxieties]. Beside dealing with 
resilience – as mentioned earlier – the Dictionary deals 
extensively with “anti-fragility”, something which goes 
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beyond stability and 
adaptability. “Whatever can 
draw advantages from events is 
“anti-fragile”; whatever cannot 
is “fragile” (ibid. p. 1860). 
“Anti-fragility” is the main 
component which allows for 
growth, notwithstanding 
adversity and thanks to it.  
 
I would like to mention a 

story which has had a great impact on me. I had managed, at 
last, to arrange a date with a very active parishioner who 
had been ill for a couple of months. When I saw him I said: 
“I was very sorry to hear that you were very ill, and bed-ridden for 
so long”. He answered: “On the contrary, I bless that illness; 
without it I would never had known how much my family 
appreciated and loved me. During that time, the family put me at 
the top of all their priorities in life, ignoring all their former 
plans”. We may truly say that from a broken jewel-box 
emerged a most precious pearl.       
 
This idea can make us far-sighted: greater goods come to us 
from sacrifices rather than from egoism and individualism. 
In the education and formation of children, great freedom 
and low expectation can cause fragility later in life. To insist 
on high standards does not mean placing many prohibitions, 
but pointing to the raising of the bar, so that after many trials 
one may be able to bounce higher and higher. Resilience is 
the result of hard training for a specific purpose, not of hard 
labour with no purpose. The way, therefore, to nurture 
growth is to transform into an advantage, with the help of 
the right support, that which at the beginning seemed a 
limitation, a weight, and a burden. Even two stones, if 
rubbed together, produce sparks capable of lighting a fire.  
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Pruning and Binding. 
 
Pruning reduces and restricts the 
vine. Nonetheless, it is possible 
to transform the trauma into an 
advantage, because if it is true 
that the vine has now fewer and 
shorter branches, it is also true 
that it will produce a more 
abundant fruit. The purpose of 
the vine is not to have long 

branches, but to produce healthy grapes, both consistent and 
tasty. This is, therefore, the first harsh reality; there is, 
however, a second condition which is also difficult to accept, 
and that is the binding of the branches. This is a restrictive 
step for the branches, but it guarantees the certainty of a 
good harvest. 
 
If we now move from the vine to our personal life, we can 
easily understand that the sacrifices we are requested to 
make are a condition for the production of abundant results. 
Once again we may be helped by Rosmini’s fundamental 
choice, called by Fr Bozzetti “the first ascension”: to place 
ourselves in a state of passivity in order to give God the pre-
eminence He deserves, embracing at all times wholeheartedly 
the indications of the Divine Will, without opposing any 
resistance. 
 
The vine’s condition is very eloquent, and so is its resilience: 
like all other plants, it settles where God has placed it; it 
grows accepting the pruning; it manages to give its produce 
adapting itself to the changes of rain, sunshine, wind, and to 
many other factors. JESUS himself is like the vine: He accepts 
His mission in the fullness of time, among a hard-headed 
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people, and a faithless generation. He takes care of, and 
prunes the branches the Father has given Him, and He loves 
them to the point of shedding His Blood for them. 
 
We could reflect on many other points; however, let each 
one of us, still keeping the comparison with the vine, take 
JESUS as our model, He who was truly man, like us in all 
things, except sin. We must accept the limitations, the 
difficult situations, the unforeseen traumas, and many other 
problems as part of the heavy burden we all have to carry. 
 

 
The treatment and the greed for profit at all costs. 
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The insects that attack plants 
cause damage in terms of 
quantity and quality of the 
harvest; there are, therefore, 
many treatments for 
disinfestation, which are often 
expensive and a source of 
pollution. People who do the 
work have to take many 
precautions, like avoiding to 
breathe in the fumes; and 

people who live nearby are asked not to open their 
windows. Even the fruits should not be eaten without 
washing them most carefully.  
 
Farmers embark on the job from the early hours of the 
morning wearing boots, and waterproof jackets, trousers and 
hats, and a mask over the mouth,. They have to deal with 
various bags of chemicals, carefully following the 
instructions about quantities and mixing; the symbol of the 
skull, found on the bags, is to warn about the dangers of the 
poison in the chemicals, if taken accidentally even in small 
doses. Nowadays, this work is made lighter by the use of 
tractors and atomizers, but the pollution of the air, of the 
soil, and of the water is continuing undiminished.  
 
The greed for profit at all costs has produced an increase in 
illnesses among the people who work and live in the areas of 
more intense concentration of vineyards. Is it worth it? And 
why talk about it in this letter? We must find an answer, 
because the dangers are real. The Encyclical Laudato Sii bears 
witness to it. 
 
JESUS said, “Does one gather grapes from thorns, or figs from 
thorn-bushes?” (Mt. 7, 16). Selfishness makes people hard and 
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wild – homo homini lupus [man is 
a wolf to man] – where can one 
find the Christian life in all of 
this? Are we becoming wild 
vines and bushes full of thorns? 
 
We too are challenged by 
JESUS’ question. If we apply it 
to our life it may mean: are we 
false prophets, unworthy of 
belief since our deeds do not 

correspond to our words? Christian life and consecrated life 
must regain their identity and clarity both in their moral 
conduct and in the detachment from money and power. This 
is the task of a healthy resilience. Our times have become 
very competitive: we are called to be mystics because we are 
called to be prophets. Evangelical radicalism is indispensable 
for apostolic fruitfulness. It is only a well rooted and pruned 
vine that gives much fruit.  
 
On the 25th November, Pope Francis received again in 
audience the Superiors General, and spoke to them as he 
answered their questions. When he spoke about poverty, he 
warned about attachment to money. How can one reconcile 
the devotion of the  offering of the blood with such idols? 
Our devotion is to give our life without limits. 
 
The grapes of the Rosminian “charitatis laetitia”. 
 
The bread and wine, the elements necessary for the 
Eucharist, are the result of the grinding of the grains of 
wheat and of the pressing of the grapes. Wheat and grapes 
are symbols used frequently in the liturgy; they are signs of a 
community life which never ceases, but is transformed and 
refined. It is with this understanding in mind that we must 
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consider with the greatest 
attention the calls to brotherly 
love issued by Fr Founder. We 
can take as an example the first 
two of the spiritual tools of our 
formation in the novitiate, the 
harmony of the wills and the love 
among the disciples of Christ.  
 
The first is the harmony of the 
wills. The Rosminian is asked to 

possess the following traits: “He must, first of all, after careful 
examination of himself, prepare and control his will in such a 
manner that he is always inclined to agree with the will of others”; 
“In so far as his intellect is concerned he will always be ready, with 
holy discretion, to take all that others say and do for the better...; 
and he should prove that he is always inclined to think favourably 
of others”. I always  found the insistence on being “inclined” 
rather moving. It makes me think of the famous tower of 
Pisa.  
  
The second tool is love among the disciples of Christ. In this 
context, the key-word is well known; it is the binding 
together, the linking of the brethren: “They must be united by 
an extra-ordinary bond of love, unknown among other people”. 
These are strong words, which seek to define such an 
excellent community united by brotherly love; it looks, 
however, as though Rosmini can hardly find the appropriate 
words to define it.  
 
St. Francis had captured the whole beauty of the religious 
life in the dimension of the brotherly life. This is the reason 
why he called his religious “frati” [brothers]. Not everyone 
had counted the cost of brotherly life; he did. He explained it 
in two famous passages. The first is found in his writing 
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about “perfect joy”: this is when 
one is happy to be insulted 
unjustly by the brethren, as it 
happened to JESUS on the 
cross. The second passage is a 
letter to a superior of a convent, 
in which he commands him not 
to abandon his community in 
order to move to a hermitage: 
“You must value as a grace every 
person, friar or otherwise, who is 
an obstacle to you, even if he 

should beat you heavily with sticks”. And again, on forgiving 
without limits: “Let there be no sinful friar in the world who, 
having seen your eyes, has gone away without your forgiveness. 
Even if he should sin a thousand times before your eyes, love him 
for this more than you love me, that you may draw him back to the 
Lord; and be always merciful for such brothers”. 
 
Brotherly love is truly resilient when it is endowed with such 
a unifying bond. There is no community made up of perfect 
people; however, there can be such a powerful Christian 
brotherly love that nothing can destroy. We can live together 
in Christ, because the Father has made with His people “a 
new bond through JESUS, our Redeemer, a bond of love so tight 
that it can never be undone” (Eucharistic Prayer for 
Reconciliation). 
     
The old or sick vine 
 
This is not a pleasant topic, yet it is very instructive. A city 
rebuilt by its inhabitants many times, after flooding, 
earthquakes, and destruction is truly a light on the 
mountain. The same can be said of a human being. Existence 
is a gift, from start to finish. A centennial plant draws 
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admiration. How many fruits it has given, if it is a fruit 
plant; how much solid wood it has given, if it is used for 
building or for the production of furniture; and how much 
warmth it has given, if burnt in the fireplace or in the stove. 
This is not a topic to avoid. To be consumed, or to give 
oneself to the point of death, is not a bad destiny, but part of 
the plans of divine Providence. The education in the offering 
of the blood implies the effort to accept the whole of the 
divine plan, and it includes a desire for our own death. 
“Christians shall die and they bodies shall be turned into dust. 
They will, therefore, desire this also because they know that it is the 
means that God has appointed for obtaining the fullness of His 
glory and the great thriumph of JESUS” (Second Maxim, n. 8). 

 
 
The evening of the day is not the end of everything. One can 
see the moon and the stars; during the day not a single star is 
visible, and yet there are billions of them. One is generally 
much wiser having passed a certain age. Does this matter? 
To be sure, we experience weaknesses both physical and 
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mental, but the worse fragility 
would be the illusion that we 
are always young and the 
pretense to behave like a young 
person, giving way to self 
praise or to the acclaim of 
others. “The sunset of life 
provides the opportunity to reflect 
on the last and decisive birth 
which is being prepared in the 
depth of the heart: shall I be an old 
tyrant, or a poor and withdrawn 

illuded man, or the elderly man who is busy serving the best wine 
of our humanity right at the end?” (see John 2, 10) (Religious in 
Italy, n. 413, p. 73) 

 
I wish to add another useful reflection. There is no painting 
without colours. Painters do not neglect flowers, fruits, trees, 
and landscapes. Autumn is most likely the season most 
preferred by painters. The colours of the leaves present a rich 
array of shades and tones not displayed in other seasons. 
Nonetheless, if we think carefully, the leaves with most 
striking colours are the ones which are less green, the dry 
leaves and those which are dying. Why should we love the 
dry leaves and neglect to appreciate the white hair, the 
furrowed brows, the rough hands, and the eyes which have 
already in sight the eternal light and are the bright 
harbingers of a world of unsurpassing value? 
 
The Hedge 
 
It is a duty to guard carefully something precious. The 
prophet Isaiah gives us an example of what it means to take 
good care of it. The Institute is the vineyard the Lord has 
placed into our care. We all have to safeguard the charism, 
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the spirit, the nature of the 
Institute. There is a danger, 
however, that we may be 
tempted to give up, to get 
tired, advancing reasons 
which appear to be more and 
more plausible, like: “We 
must keep up with modern 
times”, neglecting the fact 
that the Founders were, in 
their own times, prophetic 

voices of a gift of life which was not yet there. At the time of 
Rosmini, there was no Institute with those qualities which he 
received as a gift by the Spirit. How difficult it was for him 
to receive the formal approval by the Church. The 
universality of an orderly charity, which requires voluntary 
obedience at a personal and community level, has had an 
impact on other religious Congregations.  
 
In order to live our charism, we need adequate formation 
and serious application. I will use the example I heard from 
the animator of a group of young people. He invited the 
young people to imitate a shepherd who had the task of 
saving its flock from imminent danger by moving it beyond 
a hedge which was in the way. He describes the tiresome 
work of the shepherd who, kneeling on the ground, tries to 
open a hole in the thorny hedge. His arms are soon covered 
in blood, and he is about to give up. Looking carefully at the 
hole, however, he realises that only the little lambs can pass 
through, but not the mothers; this fact prompts him to renew 
his efforts until he manages to move the whole flock through 
the hole to the other side of the hedge. I end this section of 
my letter leaving you with the image of the arms of the 
shepherd covered in blood for love of his flock. In the 
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following section I will try to give useful hints about the 
offering of our blood. 

 
 
 
 
SECTION TWO 

 
Rosminian Piety 
 

Our spirituality has characteristics which are not common to 
others. Fr Bozzetti spoke about it at length with the Ascribed 
during meetings held in Milan in 1933-1935. He drew 
abundantly from the Constitutions, part IX, chapter X, n. 
758-768. He identified five special qualities, which he called 
“directives”. The first three are: the universality of prayer, the 
care for our own sanctification, the spirit of intelligence in 
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piety. The “blessing” is the fifth, 
and the fourth, which is of 
special interest for us in this 
letter, is the offering of our 
blood. 
 
We notice at once the solidity of 
the five directives, and the little 
space given to imagination, 
feeling, and to any other form of 
easy gratification or over 
excitement. In effect, for Rosmini 

“devotion” means total and continuous consecration. It is 
interesting to note how Rosmini made this point very clear: 
“Our habitual devotion should be the commitment to purity 
of conscience”. He wrote this in a concise Latin: “Puritatis 
conscientiae studium, sit igitur continua nostra devotio” (Const. 
N. 761). And he continues: “In our actual devotion we should 
prefer to fulfil our exercises of piety with great perfection rather 
than do many of them. With this in mind, the one who prays 
should attend in spirit to the sense of the words” (Const. n. 761). 
 
And he continues by recommending the offering of our 
blood. I report the entire passage, since I am aware that not 
everybody has access to the book of the Constitutions 
(although it can be found, with other works of Rosmini, for 
consultation and for down-loading, from the website 
www.rosmini.it).        
 
762. The offering of our blood in union with the Blood of JESUS 
our Redeemer is an act of piety for which we shall have a special 
love. We desire this offering to be made frequently, above all by 
presbyters and provosts of the Society, especially when they are 
pastors of the Church [E].   Each one should make the offering with 
humility, fearful and trembling on his own account, but greatly 

http://www.rosmini.it/
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comforted through his hope of 
union with the Blood of JESUS, 
our God and Lord. He may suffer 
considerable apprehension (for the 
offering must not consist in 
external words only) from the 
thought that the Father may accept 
the offering of a sacrifice that he 
himself cannot consummate. If so, 
he should commend and abandon 
himself wholly into the hands of 
this most loving Father leaving 
His mercy both to accept in his 

honour that part of the complete holocaust which he knows we are 
capable of in practice through his grace, and to grant us the grace 
to make the holocaust more fully. Each one can make this holocaust 
privately or publicly on determined days for the edification of all. 
 
763. All the priests will renew the oblation privately when offering 
and consummating the most holy sacrifice of the Mass; the laymen 
when communicating. The eucharistic sacrifice, and communion 
for the laymen, should be a frequent occurrence amongst us (if only 
it could be daily!). All should approach the altar with purity and 
great hunger. 
  
 
Times for martyrs, times for offering our blood 
 
All the members of the Rosminian Family (Fathers, Brothers, 
Rosminian Sisters, Ascribed, Friends, and sympathizers) 
have received this devotion. We ought to practise it, 
following the format already established or using other 
suitable formats. For example, the chaplet of Divine Mercy, 
very much widespread today, recited preferably on a Friday, 
and especially at 3pm local time, in mystical union with the 
hour of the death of JESUS, is in syntony with our devotion 
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to the most precious Blood 
of JESUS Christ. The 
Rosminian Sisters of 
Providence still keep the 
beautiful tradition of 
recalling JESUS’ seven 
sheddings of blood, during 
their community morning 
prayer. 
 
 
The proof that I do believe 
in the life to come! 

  
We all understand that there is a great value in our devotion 
of the offering of our blood. Fr Giuseppe Bozzetti used very 
strong words: “Our life will come to an end sooner or later. Does 
it have any value? It is valuable only in so far as it is a preparation 
for the life to come. The offering of our blood is the proof of our 
belief in the life to come. We are immersed in eternity, and by 
living our life holding on to this belief is a sign that the kingdom of 
Heaven has already begun in this world, and it will be complete in 
the world to come. The offering of our blood is our security for the 
acquisition of the life to come, for which we are preparing already 
in this life. Our life of today has a great value since it is through it 
that we prepare for eternal life, which will be manifested in us on 
the day of the Lord. It will be his gift, but also our work” (Outlines 
of Rosminian Spirituality). 
 
A few years after this lecture, Fr Bozzetti was arrested by the 
regime; whilst in prison, he managed to administer the 
sacrament of confession and to bring peace and serenity to 
his young companions who thought they were going to be 
shot soon.  His reassuring and comforting words must have 
been similar to the ones we have reported above, prompted 
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by his ongoing experience of 
the eternal life, in union with 
the saving power of the Blood 
of Christ.  
 
During the past few years 
there have been violent 
persecutions, which continue 
even today. If it is true that all 
the members of the body 
suffer when a member is 
wounded or killed, then the 

offering of our blood is in great demand. The Lord knows 
how to make use of it, perhaps to help someone in grave 
danger, or to disarm a violent persecutor. While Peter was in 
prison, the faithful were gathered in prayer, and the gates of 
the prison opened by themselves and the Angel led him out. 
St. Terese of the Child JESUS and of the Holy Face (the Face 
full of Blood!) wished to be a missionary, but understood 
that the Lord was pleased with her generous desire even if 
she had stayed within the walls of her convent. To her 
precise request to have a sign confirming that this was 
precisely what JESUS wanted her to do, a murderer 
condemned to death, for whom she had asked for 
conversion, was brought to conversion right before the 
crowd. To pray and suffer, loving the will of God is the most 
commendable Rosminian devotion. 
 
When the Emeritus Bishop of Novara Renato Corti, a 
Rosminian Ascribed member, received the news that he had 
been nominated for the Cardinalate, his first thought was 
about the red colour of the vestment of a Cardinal, and of the 
colour of blood; immediately afterwards, he thought of 
Rosmini, who offered his blood every morning. He too 
makes the same offering every morning, by using the 
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Rosminian holy picture in his 
breviary which has at the back the 
prayer of the offering of our blood. 
 
Proposals. 
 
Fr Founder’s recommendation is 
this: “Each one should make the 
offering with humility, fearful and 
trembling on his own account, but 
greatly comforted through his hope of 

union with the Blood of JESUS, our God and Lord”. 
During Mass, at two different moments: the first is an 
anticipatory moment, when the Celebrant ends the 
Eucharistic Prayer with the doxology: “Through Him and with 
Him and in Him....” The other moment is at Communion, 
when the formula is recited by heart. The use of the brief 
formula written by Fr Giuseppe Bozzetti, which I have given 
above, is not only allowed, but actually recommended. 
During my visit to Venezuela, I noticed that the brethren 
have used for a long time the translated version of the 
formula. 
In the morning: whoever makes the offering at the start of 
the day opens up a great window of light, through which the 
labours of the day will pass smoothly, like the sheep passing 
through the hole of the thorny bush, which had been opened 
with great pain. 
In the evening: it is helpful to spend some time at the end of 
the day to pray with resilience and gratitude , using the 
Psalms and the Hymn of the Evening Prayer of the common 
of Apostles: “I trusted, even when I said: I am sorely afflicted.... 
How can I repay the Lord for his goodness to me? The cup of 
salvation I will raise; I will call on the Lord’s name” (Psalm 115); 
“They go out full of tears, carrying seed for the sowing; they come 
back full of song, carrying their sheaves” (Psalm 125); “In Him 
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we have redemption through 
His Blood, the forgiveness of 
our trespasses” (Eph. 1, 7).  
 
Preparation using 
resources 
 
The booklet “Outlines of 
Rosminian Piety” has been 
reprinted on the occasion 
of the feast on 1st July. It is 

available through “Edizioni Rosminiane”; it is possible, if 
one requires it, to have it sent electronically. The booklet will 
be made available as soon as it has been translated into 
English. 
 
Liturgical awareness 
  
In the Bible, we find constant references to blood, from the 
blood of Abel in the book of Genesis to the Blood of the 
Lamb in the Apocalypse. We use the expression “devotion of 
the offering of our blood”; the word, however, carries a 
meaning which implies much more than what people 
usually take it to mean. It is a question of spiritual life or 
death. There is no forgiveness of sins without JESUS’ 
shedding of His Blood. We must always welcome any useful 
references and frequent reminders of this theme. We could 
also benefit from celebrating the votive Mass of the Most 
Precious Blood, especially on a Friday.  
 
Prayer to Mary, model of the offering herself in union with 
JESUS 
 
In 1835, Rosmini ended his last homily as the parish priest of 
Rovereto with the following prayer. 
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“Noble offspring of Abraham, you 
who excelled your great father in 
the strength of your love and in the 
greatness of your suffering; you 
who, on the same mount on which 
he was prepared to offer the 
unheard-of sacrifice, offered to God 
a better “Isaac”, a more lovable 
First-Born, the prodigious Son of 
your Virginity and of the Eternal 
God, the Lamb who takes away the 
sins of the world; you, great servant 

of the infinite love of the Man-God, and generous dispenser of 
grace, grant that a powerful spring of love may be infused in our 
hearts. 
All good comes to us through this outpouring of love, we shall be 
stronger than temptations and fears, and nothing will be able to 
distract us from keeping in us the divine word which you 
generated for us, becoming more and more like it. Make our 
prayers more precious, by giving us that love that precedes and 
follows them. Let that same love, as it grows in strength and takes 
its home in us, make us holy here on earth, and eternally blessed in 
Heaven, where you are in glory, in the sweet company of all the 
angels, of all saints, in the ineffable communion with your divine 
Son. To Him, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be honour and 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
A precious contribution 
 
When he was at the Pontifical University of St. Thomas, in 
Rome, Fr Robert Bellwood, one of our brethren, presented, in 
1989, his dissertation in English, for his degree in Theology, 
with a specialization in Spirituality. The title of his 
dissertation was, The devotion to the Most Precious Blood in the 
Spirituality of Rosmini. It was published in their booklets by 
the Pia Unione Preziosissimo Sangue in Rome. The dissertation 
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is well planned, and it has 
eight chapters. I quote from 
its conclusion: 
 
“It seems from all that has 
been said in the preceeding 
chapters that devotion to the 
Blood of Christ constituted for 
Rosmini the highest expression 
and point of synthesis of his 
entire spiritual life; that it was 
fundamental – not merely 
accessory or peripheral – to his 

spirituality as a whole, its heart and crowning summit. We have 
seen also that, despite being central to his spirituality, the devotion 
does not appear, superficially at least, in very much evidence; that 
he rarely refers explicitly to the Blood of Christ in letters and other 
writings, or to the act of offering of one’s own blood which would 
appear to have been his original contribution to the Precious Blood 
devotion. The reason for this unobtrusive, reticent quality of the 
devotion, especially in its external manifestations, is that 
Rosmini’s devotional life was all of a piece with his theological, 
metaphysical and ethical thought, forming a coherent and 
extremely rich and complex spirituality, though one which, 
precisely because so profound, can often be transparently simple in 
its expression. If the devotion to the Precious Blood is only one of 
many constituents of Rosminian spirituality, it is undoubtedly its 
primary and most unifying one. (...). 
The spirit of the devotion pervades all Rosmini’s life and writings, 
and constitutes the special charism of the religious Institute he 
founded, a society of priests born between Our Lady of Sorrows 
and Christ Crucified. It is a spirit hardly distinguishable from that 
of the Church Herself as expressed in Her Sacred Scriptures, in 
Her liturgical books and ceremonies, and in the writings of Her 
Saints and Doctors”.  
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The holy picture for the 
Cardinalate 
 
By Autumn 1848, Rosmini had 
prepared all that was required 
for his forthcoming elevation to 
Cardinal of the Church. The 
holy picture was not given out, 
but Rosmini gave a copy to 
Alessandro Manzoni a year 
later, after stopping at Milan on 
his return to Stresa. The holy 

picture has an ellipse with three angels prostrated in 
adoration. The Host and the Chalice emanate rays of light, 
and small faces of angels sing praises to God. Below the 
image, we find two strophes chosen from Alessandro 
Manzoni’s religious poems: 
 
 
 
 
 
Yes, again You descend from 
Heaven, 
Yes, again You dwell among us. 
The veil of bread and wine 
conceals the reality, 
You said it, I believe it, I know. 
 
Your Omnipotence I adore, 
And the love you have for us, 
I know that wonders are rightly 
fitting 
to the Love that conquers all”  
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                                Prayer to Father Founder 
 

Blessed Father Founder, 
Plead for me the Crucified JESUS, 

And Our Lady of Sorrows, 
to grant me strength, 
and to empower me 

to offer my life, 
day after day, 
and my blood, 
drop by drop, 

‘til the final sacrifice. Amen 
 
 
Are we becoming mystics, at least a bit? I wish we would! 
This is the wish for the Religious of all Congregations. We 
shall become prophets if we are first mystics. Not many had 
understood that Rosmini was a prophet. Today their number 
is increasing. Few had seen in him a mystic. Clemente 
Rebora did: “A mystic among the most sublime, Rosmini did not 
have any extraordinary manifestation, with the exception that he 
lived, totally and with perseverance, as one of the most exuberant 
members of the Mystical Body”. 
 
The most perfect mystical life is the daily life, minute by 
minute, as we “strive by the grace of our Lord JESUS Christ to 
carry out more perfectly day by day all that is required of us by our 
state or grade, so as to join our lives ever more closely to God our 
Lord, in order that they may eventually become a continual service 
and a total sacrifice to his divine majesty” (Common Rules, n. 
11) 
 
St. Augustine wrote: “We cannot love God just a little”. 
Rosmini: “O God, send us your heroes, oh send us your heroes”. 
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We say: “With God and in God, ravished 
by God and elevated to God, to offer God to 
God”. 
That is: “Through Christ, with Christ, and 
in Christ, offering Christ to the Father in the 
Holy Spirit”. 
 
Greetings to you all, with my sincere 
wishes for a healthy spiritual life in 
union with JESUS who is born, lives, 

and offers His Blood, and gives himself with us to the Father 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit.    
 
Rome, 18th December 2016 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Father Vito Nardin      
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FIRST VOWS I 

INDIAN PROVINCE: BINIX MATHEW, JOYTHI KIRAN,    

         DEVASAHYAM YENAM 

EAST AFRICAN PROVINCE:  MATHIAS MUSIBO, SEVERINE KILALA, 

         JOHN MLEVU MWONGA,  DAMIAN  

         LYAKURWA, 

ITALIAN PROVINCE: CAMILLO TEMON, SIMONE BEDUSCHI,  

FINAL VOWS  

EAST AFRICAN PROVINCE:  MODESTUS MWESIGA,  AMADEUS  

          SILA,  ISAAC  GITAGA 

DIACONATE ORDINATIONS (2016) 

INDIAN PROVINCE:  BIBIN MATHEW 

EAST AFRICAN PROVINCE:  GEOFREY MWALYEGO,  JIMSON  

          MTIFU,  WILHAD SHAYO, NICAS  

          SHIRIMA 

ORDINATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD 

INDIAN PROVINCE: REJI, T.R 

EAST AFRICAN PROVINCE: SYLVESTER KIOKO, SIMON AGAK,  

         THOMAS OKIYO 

ITALIAN PROVINCE: MICHELE BOTTO STEGLIA  
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Departed Brethren 
 
 JOSEPH MULLEN,  

KEITH ANTONY TOMLINSON,   

PETER ANTONY REYNOLDS,   

RINALDO NAVE,   

STEPHEN HARNEY,  

TED CODY,  

ANDREA ADOBATI,  

ANTHONY LESLIE SLACK,   

LUIGI CERANA 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 2017 

VITA COMUNE  

NO NOME/NAME PROV. DATE ANN. 
1 DON QUINTO BOTTES ITALIA 28.09.1947 70°  
2 FR. FRANCIS OMAN GENTILI 08.12.1947 70° 
3 DON FELICE MURATORE ITALIA 11.09.1957 60° 
4 FR. MICHAEL O'NEILL GENTILI 09.09.1957 60° 
5 FR. CHRISTOPHER FUSE GENTILI 08.09.1967 50° 
6 FR.OLIVER STANSFIELD GENTILI 08.12.1967 50° 
7. BR. BRIAN BUTLER GENTILI 08.09.1992 25° 
8. FR. PAUL NELLIKULAM INDIA 13.09.1992 25° 
9. FR. GEORGE PUTHOOR INDIA 26.10.1992 25° 

10. BR. LUDOVICO GADALETA ITALIA 15.08.2007 10° 
11. BR. MODESTUS MWESIGA E.AFRICA 15.08.2007 10° 
12. BR. NICAS SHIRIMA E.AFRICA 15.08.2007 10° 
13. BR. JIMSON MTIFU E.AFRICA 15.08.2007 10° 
14. BR. GEOFREY MWALYEGO E.AFRICA 15.08.2007 10° 
15 BR. BIBIN NALOOKUNEL INDIA 05.06.2007 10° 
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ORDINATIONS 

NO NAME/NOME PROV DATE/DATA ANN 
1. DON ATTILIO ANGHEBEN ITALIA 30.06.1957 60° 
2. FR. WILLIAM CURRAN GENTILI 21.07.1957 60° 
3. DON GIUSEPPE BAGATTINI ITALIA 01.07.1967 50° 
4. DON FRANCO COSTARAOSS ITALIA 01.07.1967 50° 
5. DON ALFREDO GIOVANNINI ITALIA 01.07.1967 50° 
6. FR. JAMES POLLOCK GENTILI 18.02.1967 50° 
7. FR. MICHAEL HEGARTY GENTILI 18.02.1967 50° 
8. FR. JOHN DALEY GENTILI 02.07.1967 50° 
9. FR. JOHN MULLEN GENTILI 11.06.1967 50° 
10 FR. POLYCARP SHAYO E.AFRICA 28.06.1992 25° 
11. DON PINO SANTORO ITALIA 12.09.1992 25° 
12. FR. GIOVANNI PACHECO VENEZUELA 01.07.2007 10° 
13. FR. ANSALAM SAROJA INDIA 25.07.2007 10° 
14. FR. PETER BAHATI E.AFRICA 10.07.2007 10° 
15 FR. GEORGE KAMAU E.AFRICA 19.05.2007 10° 
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All the images in this letter are collected from our Rosminian 

communities 


